
Everyone says, “The church is dying.” Indeed, it appears as if the days of 

Christendom are over, but something new is emerging. God is leading us 
to new forms of worship, community and ministry. One of those fresh  

expressions is New Day – micro-communities which are missional,  
monastic, and methodist. Find out how any and every local church can 

become missional, monastic and methodist. 

It’s A New Day 
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Other themes: 

 Justice & Charity - There is a 

Difference 

 Mythbusters: Revelation 

 The Seven Deadly Social 

Sins 

 The Death Penalty 

 United Methodist Social  

Principles 

 The Sermon on the Mount 

 

Over 1,500 refugees are resettled in Dallas every year. They come from 

the Middle East, Africa, and Asia. Most have spent years in dusty camps. 
What do they find when they arrive in America? Project Daraja is a new 

ministry aimed at empowering refugees in their attempt to begin a new 
life. Discover how the refugee story is foundational in Scripture, and 

formative for the Christian community.  

Our Refugee God 

In an attempt to stand in solidarity with Muslim brothers and sisters, I ob-

served the Ramadan fast in the summer of 2012. Hear what I learned 
about this ancient spiritual discipline and how it made me a stronger 

Christian, as well as what I discerned about the future and possibilities of 

interfaith cooperation and dialogue.  

Always Hungry 

The genius of the Methodist movement was the three-tiered discipleship 

structure that John Wesley created to help grow committed followers of 
Christ. Unfortunately, the people called Methodist have largely forgotten 

this part of their heritage. Imagine what it would look like for a congre-

gation to recover an intentional process of discipleship.  

Societies, Classes & Bands . . . Oh My! 

or “Why the UMC Should Be a Peace Church.” If we took seriously John 

Wesley’s theology of grace – prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying – we 
would find ourselves standing alongside the historic peace churches in 

opposition to every form of war, violence, and bloodshed. Learn about 
groundbreaking Methodist peacemakers, and discover the theological 

connections between Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi and John 

Wesley.  

Cross, Flame & Dove 

In my new appointment to extension  

ministry, I have the opportunity to visit 

congregations throughout the connection, 

and talk about the exciting things that 

God is doing in the world. I would love to 

visit your church and share what I have 

learned and what I am doing. On this 

page, I have listed some of the possible 

themes and topics that I can speak about, 

though I am, of course, willing and availa-

ble to speak on other subjects, as requested.  

  Thank you,  

  Wes 



Follow Wes on Twitter:  @wesmagruder 

Blog:  www.newmethofesto.com 

 

Learn more about the foundation, the 

academy and Epworth Project: 

www.missionalwisdom.com 

Facebook.com/missionalwisdomfoundation 

www.peopleofnewday.com 

Facebook.com/peopleofnewday 

New Day groups are micro-communities based on prayer, 

hospitality, and justice, anchored in local churches. Each 
New Day gathers weekly for dinner and worship in a 

neighborhood setting. A New Day community is led by a 
Lead Team, made up of bi-vocational folks, not paid staff. 

The Lead Team lives by a Rule of Life, based on the  
membership vows of the United Methodist Church, and  
encourages other members of the New Day community to 

do the same. Though New Day began within the United 
Methodist Church there are now other historically mainline 

denominations adapting the New Day model to their  
traditions. If you would like to know more about how your 

church can be in relationship with a New Day community, 

please schedule a visit.  

Join our online community: 

appeared to him in a vision 
and told him that the real 
future was in the United Meth-
odist Church, so Wes agreed 
to become a preacher. He 
earned a Master of Divinity at 
Perkins and a Doctor of Minis-

try at Brite. 

He has served appointments in 
suburban London and subur-
ban Dallas, as well as four 
years of missionary service in 
Cameroon, West Africa where 
he learned the fine art of off-

roading and French-speaking. 

Everywhere he goes, four fine 
women have followed him 
around. Wife, Leah, owns a 
Kumon franchise. Oldest 
daughter, Rachel, is studying 
in India. Middle child, Chloe, is 
attempting to set a record for 
number of text messages sent 

Magruder is the Director of 
Missional Community Develop-
ment for The People of New 
Day, a growing network of 
missional micro-communities 
based on neo-monasticism.  As 
an outgrowth of his work with 
New Day, he created Project 
Daraja, which provides bridge 
support for refugees as they 
work toward citizenship and 

self-sufficiency. 

He serves as the Chair of the 
Board of Church and Society 
of the North Texas Confer-
ence (UMC), and is on the 
Board of Directors of Refugee 

Services of Texas. 

Originally from Dallas, he left 
as soon as possible to attend 
school in southern California 
with dreams to become the 
next Martin Scorcese. God 

in one month. And youngest 
daughter, Mallory, is planning 

her world takeover. 

Wes likes to make videos, 
read NT Wright, attend Radi-
ohead concerts, watch base-

ball, and cook Indian food. 

His blog at NewMethofes-
to.com is his personal manifes-
to for his ministry in the church. 
Follow along, and raise your 

fist in solidarity. 

His forthcoming book, Our 
Refugee God, will weave  
together real stories of reset-
tled refugees in America with 
a Bible study in a grand nar-
rative of the refugee experi-
ence.  The book is designed 
for private devotional or small 

group study. 

Rev. Dr. Wes Magruder 

Missional Wisdom Foundation 

 

Wes Magruder is an ordained 
elder of the United Methodist 
Church serving in the North 
Texas Conference.  The  
children are from the  
New Day / Indigo worship 

community. 


